AIJRRLSJM VOLUME 9, ISSUE 6 (2024, JUN) (ISSN-2455-6602)ONLINE
Anveshana’s International Journal of Research in Regional Studies, Law, Social
Sciences, Journalism and Management Practices

THE SOCIO-POLITICAL IMPACT OF REGIONAL PARTIES: A
HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE ON TELANGANA AND ANDHRA
PRADESH

V. Jayasree
PhD Research Scholar
Department of History
Osmania University, Hyderabad-500007
Telangana, India.

Abstract:

Regional parties dominate the political context of India, expressing local interests and demands. In this paper,
the authors investigate how regional parties in Telangana and Andhra Pradesh have emerged, how they have
evolved, and how they have socio-politically influenced the nature of politics in both states post the formation of
Andhra Pradesh in 1956. Telangana Rashtra Samithi (TRS) and Telugu Desam Party (TDP) are added to it as
the parties that promoted the interest of this region and played an important role in shaping the mood of citizens.
Major developments like the bifurcation of Andhra Pradesh in 2014 are evaluated to examine what role they
would play in terms of governance, socio-economic development, and cultural identity. The research demands
both qualitative and quantitative data that will describe the relationships between election results, effectiveness
of the local policy, and local socio-economic variables. Since the analysis is placed in a larger domain of
federalism and regionalism, this paper will reiterate the long-term importance of regional parties toward
determining the social-political landscape of Telangana and Andhra Pradesh. The results demonstrate how these
parties accommodate the local desires and national politics of governance and give an understanding of the messy

relationship between identity politics and state policies in modern India.
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1. Introduction

The regional identity and aspiration are a patterning fibre that strands the socio-political
structure within India. Local and regional movements have been on the rise since India became
independent in 1947, as they have led to the bringing to the fore of regional parties that
represent only certain interests and grievances of persons in their fold. The creation of Andhra
Pradesh in 1956, mostly on linguistic grounds, formed a noticeable precedent in the political
history of India. Nonetheless, the formation of the vastly different areas of Andhra and

Telangana preconditioned the emergence of dissatisfaction in the future, especially in the latter
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one, as it felt underrepresented in the realm of representation and economic growth (Murthy,

2018).

The regional parties have been instrumental in defining political tracks of their areas, like the
Telangana Rashtra Samithi (TRS) or the Telugu Desam Party (TDP). The TRS party was
established in 2001 with the advocacy of separate statehood of Telangana based on persistent
dissatisfactions rooted in cultural identity, economic differences, and poor political
representation (Kothari, 2020). Conversely, the TDP came into existence in 1982 under the
leadership of N. T. Rama Rao and was mainly established to work on the social-economic
problems of the regional sphere and develop welfare-oriented measures in the Andhra region

(Deshpande, 2020).

The split of the state of Andhra Pradesh to form Telangana as the 29th state of India in 2014 is
one of the major political events drawing attention to the influence of regional parties in
statehood movements. This separation was the result of years of frustration and dreams of the
people of Telangana, which eventually transformed the politics of both states (Reddy & Rao,
2019). This historical sentiment gave the TRS a huge electoral win right after the bifurcation,
which testifies to the power of regional parties in the representation of the local needs

(Yasodha, 2017).

Though regional parties have also played a role in the realization of cultural identities as well
as the interests of the locals, it has also brought up issues of governing, distribution of
resources, and inequalities. The TDP, however, had to deal with a different set of issues in the
residual Andhra Pradesh as it had to work in the post-KCR era of Andhra Pradesh, trying to
win back voters who had begun to migrate to other alternatives and other new political
formations. The following paper seeks to examine the socio-political influence of such regional
parties in a historical perspective and the influence on identity politics, governance, and socio-

economic development of the Telangana and Andhra Pradesh regions.

Since the analysis positions regional politics in the larger arena of federalism in India, the paper
also sheds light on the naturalities of complications that emerge when regional desires come
into play with national policies. The continued significance of regionalized parties within
Indian politics would be difficult to overestimate as they are the essential means through which
regional interests are brought to the fore, which, in turn, is the way the varied social life of

India finds its way to the political domain.
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2. Historical Background of Regional Parties in Andhra Pradesh

Regional parties have become an essential part of the political history of Andhra Pradesh
because they arose to meet the cultural and socio-economic peculiarities of the state. It is
necessary to comprehend the history of these parties to be able to appreciate their role in setting
up the political picture in both the states of Andhra Pradesh and Telangana.

2.1 Creation of Andhra Pradesh

When Andhra and Telangana were unified to form a linguistic state, it was known as Andhra
Pradesh, whose formation occurred on November 1, 1956. It was a historical verdict in the light
of the language reorganization movement that began in the early 1950s, in a country where the
demand given to states to form on linguistic bases had gained currency (Khan, 2017). But the
unification turned out to be surrounded by underlying tensions as the Telangana region, a
princely state under the Nizam, sensed to be marginal as far as the economy and politics are
concerned. The sentiments of disenfranchisement were already high among the people of
Telangana because of the imposition of the Andhra ruling elite and policies that favored coastal
Andhra, triggering several movements (Murthy, 2018).

2.2 Rise of the Regional Parties

The political underrepresentation and the neglect of the state by the socio-economic policies
created the necessity of the regional parties as the regional parties. Telugu Desam Party (TDP)
was established by the then legendary actor N. T. Rama Rao in 1982, and it concentrated its
work on the complaints of the rural people of Andhra (Deshpande, 2020). TDP became very
popular due to its social welfare schemes and regional identity, which got a huge voter
following in Andhra Pradesh, especially in the 1980s and 1990s.

Conversely, specific efforts at bringing the grievances of the separate Telangana state were
made through the formation of Telangana Rashtra Samithi (TRS) in 2001. The historical
injustices suffered by Telangana people drove their need to have their rights and representation
in the Indian political system, which led to the creation of the TRS. By creating a discourse
based on the pride of the region and local culture, the party managed to gather popular opinion
on the side of the statehood movement (Kothari, 2020).

The demands of the TRS appeal to the people very much, and this saw the revival of the
Telangana movement in the early 2000s. The in-between grew in terms of political activism,
which reached the most significant displays known as mass protests, and eventually, the
division of Andhra Pradesh in 2014 (Reddy & Rao, 2019). The newly developed political

environment enabled the TRS to amass significant electoral success and to become the
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hegemonic party in Telangana, which is an expression of the importance of regional parties to

answer the local demands.

Table 1: Timeline of Key Political Events Related to Regional Parties

Year Event Description

1956 | Formation of Andhra Andhra and Telangana regions were merged into one
Pradesh state.

1982 | Formation of the TDP N. T. Rama Rao founded the TDP to advocate for

Andhra's interests.

2001 | Formation of the TRS K. Chandrashekar Rao established TRS to push for

Telangana's statehood.

2014 | Bifurcation of Andhra | Telangana was officially carved out as India's 29th state.
Pradesh

Source: Electoral Studies, 2015; Government Records, 2022
2.3 Key Historical Milestones

The history of regional parties in the State of Andhra Pradesh is well represented with major
milestones, each of which has emulated their course. TDP ruled the state politics in the 1980s
and 1990s, becoming the leader of the regional progress and well-being (Kothari, 2020).
However, since Telangana demanded it, the party experienced problems in retaining its voters
because the politics changed after the bifurcation.

With the statehood, the TRS concentrated on the struggle with welfare policies and historical
grievances. The case of the TRS being socially equitable and development-driven reflects the
example of the program "Rythu Bandhu," which is a program of offering monetary aid to the
farmers (Yasodha, 2017). When Telangana stumbled through its developmental journey, the
TRS came into the limelight to meet challenges, especially socio-economic issues, thus
establishing itself firmer in the state political scenario.

To conclude, the historic context of the regional parties in Andhra Pradesh is instrumental in
comprehending their major importance in the regional socio-political scene. This development
of the TDP and TRS illuminates the messy ways in which cultural identity, economic policies,
as well as political aspirations, have remained as determining factors in the political discourses

insofar as Telangana and Andhra Pradesh are concerned.
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3. Socio-Political Scene After the Bifurcation

Splitting of Andhra Pradesh in the year 2014 produced a watershed moment in the social-
political configuration of Telangana and Andhra Pradesh residency. This major event was not
just a political rearrangement but a radical change that redefined governance, policies, as well
as the local identities in both states. The carving out of the state of Telangana, the 29th state of
India, triggered new processes of political representation, distribution of resources, and socio-
economic development, where regional parties occupy the center-stage of dealing with such
changes.

3.1 Dynamics in politics and the electoral results

The political scenario in Telangana has changed radically after the bifurcation. TRS took
advantage of its decades-long battle on statehood and emerged with a strong electoral mandate
in the next Assembly elections, having won 63 of the 119 seats (Election Commission of India,
2014). This landslide victory meant the support of the localized leadership and of a political
ideology that emphasized the welfare of the regions.

The remnant of Andhra Pradesh suffered great political upheaval on the other hand. The TDP,
which was the incumbent, was finding it hard to sustain its presence as people were losing
interest due to dissatisfaction in governance and development after bifurcation (Yasodha,
2017). The TDP secured 102 seats (out of 175) in the 2014 elections, so the issue was not only
preserved as its basic support but also its struggle against the immediate political situation
formed by the new inclination of the balance of power toward a different ideology (Election
Commission of India, 2014).

able 2: 2014 Assembly Election Results

State Party Seats Seats Vote Share
Contested Won (%)
Telangana Telangana Rashtra 119 63 34.86
Samithi (TRS)
Residual Andhra Telugu Desam Party 175 102 45.81
Pradesh (TDP)

Source: Election Commission of India, 2014

Such a change of power politics has created a ripple effect on the governance of the two states.
In Telangana, the TRS used its power to set up several programs on welfare, such as the Rythu
Bandhu scheme, which meant giving direct funds to farmers. These programs manifested the
attempts to implement the promises made during the protests of statehood and resolve long-

term agricultural suffering (Ghosh & Reddy, 2019).
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3.2 Policy initiatives and Governance
Amidst bifurcation, Telangana focused on new policies to encourage economic growth,
technology innovation, as well as on developing infrastructure. Laying the foundation of an
innovation ecosystem, T-Hub, which focuses on startup investment, is an example of the
commitment of the state toward modernization and diversification in economics (Government
of Telangana, 2021). By luring investments in such areas as IT and biotechnology, Telangana
made claims to a blossoming economic magnet, an example of regional parties leading to
development at the local level.
On the other hand, Andhra Pradesh itself was put through a lot of trouble, considering the
sudden loss of resources as well as the severing of state assets. To induce this growth impetus
in this new post-bifurcation scenario, the TDP, which was led by Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu, engaged in a number of initiatives related to infrastructure development,
such as roads and housing schemes. Nevertheless, the financial and economic loss shortages
that had been created by bifurcation made it challenging to implement such ambitious ideas by
the state (Kumar, 2019).

Table 3: Socio-Economic Indicators (2021)

Indicator Telangana Residual Andhra Pradesh
GSDP Growth Rate 11.0% 6.5%
Literacy Rate 82.3% 67.35%
Unemployment Rate 5.5% 9.0%
Poverty Rate 11.4% 18.2%

Sources: Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation, 2022; Economic Survey of
Telangana, 2022

3.3 Identity Politics and Cultural Assertion

Regional identity politics, too, were reborn, especially in Telangana in the bifurcation. TRS
was succeeding in utilizing cultural discourses and rejuvenating the local pride and recalling
the historical betrayals associated with the Telangana movement. The focus on local cultural
heritage and cultural identity, along with responsive governance, spoke loudly to the people so
that the party could mobilize its support among various demographic groups (Reddy & Rao,
2019).

In residual Andhra Pradesh, TDP had to contend with the challenge of redefining its political
identity in a post-bifurcation scenario. As the party tried to reach out to the people with the
mantra of regional pride, it left the historicalized momentum for the time when it once

dominated the scene. The regional loyalties changed, and the emergent political forces
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complicated the ground on which TDP regained the standing to be considered the party of

choice in Andhra Pradesh (Deshpande, 2020).

On the whole, the socio-political situation in the region of Telangana and Andhra Pradesh after
bifurcation can be used to explain how regional parties respond to new challenges and
opportunities, as well as their operations within the general context of Indian federalism. The
results of these developments show that the continuance of local aspirations concerns the
significance of local aspirations to the politics of discourse and practices of governance.

4. Social-Economic Consequences of Regional Party-Policies

Regional parties in both states, Telangana and residual AP, have introduced the policies that
have had significant implications on the socio-economic front, both in the local governance as
well as the development processes. Considering the history of regional differences and
resentments, the step initiated by Telangana Rashtra Samithi (TRS) and Telugu Desam Party
(TDP) would be highly informative on the impact of political values determined socio-
economic performances.

4.1 Telangana Economic Development

After its split (bifurcation) in 2014, Telangana has developed a concentrated agenda, which
works on reshaping the economy. Information technology (IT), agriculture, and infrastructure
were some of the important sectors that received priority in the TRS government to gain
investments and generate growth. Among them, the most exceptional project is the programme
of "Rythu Bandhu" directly assisting farmers with money, as a way of combating all the aspects
of agricultural distress, as well as sustainability in farming (Ghosh & Reddy, 2019). The given
program not only copes with the current economic issues but can also lead to the high
productivity of agriculture in the long-term perspective.

Next to agricultural policies, Telangana developed many IT parks and incubators to nurture the
startup ecosystem, and this increased the employment rate in the cities to a great extent. It has
been reported that the capital city, Hyderabad, is one of the leading centers of technology in
India, which has attracted both local and foreign investments (Government of Telangana,
2021). One of the most important aspects of this is the strategic situational awareness of the
TRS in terms of the regional development, validating the socio-economic success by means of
governance.

Table 4: Economic Growth Indicators for Telangana (2014-2022)
Indicator 2014- | 2015- | 2016- | 2017- | 2018-19 | 2019-20

15 16 17 18
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Gross State Domestic Product | 6.2% 7.2% 11.0% | 12.0% 17.0% 11.5%
(GSDP) Growth Rate

Total IT Exports (INR Crores) | 57,000 | 75,000 | 85,000 | 94,000 | 1,20,000 | 1,45,000

Unemployment Rate (%) 75% | 67% | 63% | 55% | 5.0% | 5.5%

Source: Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation, 2022; Economic Survey of
Telangana, 2022

4.2 Challenges in Residual Andhra Pradesh

As opposed to Telangana, residual Andhra Pradesh has had to face serious problems after the
bifurcation. The fact that Hyderabad, one of the big economic centers, was lost and that the
structure of the distribution of resources has been faulty has restricted the capacity of the state
economically. The TDP (headed by Chief Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu) wanted to pursue
various ambitious infrastructure initiatives to kick-start the economy. Nonetheless, the state
was worse off in terms of fiscal challenges, which made implementing such plans complicated
(Murthy, 2018).

Another policy implemented by the TDP to improve agricultural productivity is the ingredient
scheme or the Amma Vodi, which is supposed to help Indian families in need of funds to get
their children educated (Reddy, 2020). Nevertheless, inefficient distribution of such funds by
the state and the absence of follow-up procedures have restricted the overall effectiveness of
such actions (Yasodha, 2017). The socioeconomic indicators, such as those in residual Andhra
Pradesh, have, therefore, remained poor compared to those of Telangana, which has further
promoted regional inequalities.

Table 5: Economic Indicators for Residual Andhra Pradesh (2014-2022)
Indicator 2014- | 2015- | 2016- | 2017- | 2018- | 2019-

15 16 17 18 19 20

Gross State Domestic Product 7.5% 8.0% 7.2% 6.9% 5.8% 6.0%

(GSDP) Growth Rate
Unemployment Rate (%) 7.9% 85% | 93% | 10.1% | 9.0% | 9.5%
Poverty Rate (%) 10.5% | 11.0% | 12.8% | 17.2% | 18.5% | 18.5%

Sources: Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation, 2022; Economic Survey of
Andhra Pradesh, 2022

4.3 Assessing Socio-Economic Outcomes
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The varied policy stands of the TRS and the TDP outline the respective plans on how the issue
of socio-economic problems is to be addressed. The active political policies adopted by the
TRS in Telangana have helped achieve better economic figures, increased the level of
employment, and reduced poverty to a considerable extent. Economic resilience and growth
have been enhanced because of the emphasis on technology, innovation, and direct cash

transfer to the farmers (Kumar, 2019).

As compared to this, the socio-economic results in residual Andhra Pradesh show it being under
a continuous battle to lift the people in a place of shortage of infrastructural facilities and
absence of coherence in the policies that are implemented. The current efforts that the state
continues to make to find its footing back economically in terms of stability and growth are
however not met with much ease, especially considering the compromised fiscal base and
tangle in administrative bottlenecks.

Put succinctly, the fact that socio-economic elements of regional party policies in Telangana
and residual Andhra Pradesh are reflective of the influence that local governance and politics
may have on the developmental course illustrates that the impacts of their workings are
extensive. Such success and failure of the two states prove that good leadership and effective
policies help in addressing regional variations and promoting social welfare.

5. Regional Parties Identity Politics

It has a central role in influencing the politics of India, especially in the states of Telangana
and Andhra Pradesh, wherein identity politics is the core of their political scenario. The advent
and prosperity of localistic parties like Telangana Rashtra Samithi (TRS) and Telugu Desam
Party (TDP) are inexplicable without taking into issues of the vital importance of regional,
cultural, and historical identity.

5.1 Cultural Identity in Telangana

The division of Andhra Pradesh and making Telangana a new state in 2014 was not a political
process only, but a great socio-cultural awakening to the people of Telangana. The importance
of the cultural identity narrative used by the TRS was the ability to exploit the regional pride
to achieve a sense of belonging among the Telangana inhabitants. The visionaries of the party
also created awareness by manipulating historical resentments, including poor provision in
earlier unified Andhra Pradesh, to rally people and establish a united identity of statehood and
self-determination (Kothari, 2020).

Language and local folklore have helped build a special Telangana identity, which connects

with the voters as well as the gap formed by cultural festivals. This focus of the TRS on the
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unique cultural heritage of Telangana has allowed the party to cement its electoral position in
critical electoral battles (Reddy, 2020). Moreover, the presence of the local symbols, language,
and icons in the political discourse is what has strengthened the sense of regional pride and

cultural assertion in the state.
5.2 Residual Andhra Pradesh Political Landscape
Conversely, the fight in the residual Andhra Pradesh by the TDP has been tied inseparably with
its capacity to use the regional identity. The TDP, which was started by N. T. Rama Rao, took
remarkable steps towards building regionalism by adopting a welfare policy. Nevertheless, the
challenge was that the bifurcation created challenges after re-establishing a common narrative,
which could bring together the varied demographic divisions in the residual Andhra Pradesh.
The post-bifurcation period has seen the effectiveness of the party in advancing identity politics
decrease as other politicking parties have joined the political system with their attention on
inclusiveness and representation of various communities based on regions (Yasodha, 2017).
Thus, the TDP has been struggling to present a consistent identity appealing to a
compartmentalized political spectrum, and the voters have increasingly been losing focus on
the party.

Table 6: Identity-Related Policies and Initiatives

State Party Key Initiatives Focus Areas
Telangana Telangana Rashtra Cultural festivals, Regional cultural
Samithi (TRS) local folklore identity, self-
promotion determination
Residual Telugu Desam Welfare schemes, Regional pride, welfare
Andhra Pradesh Party (TDP) heritage promotion

Source: Various Articles on Regional Politics, 2022
5.3 The Role of Social Media and Communication

As a part of the modern political landscape, social media is turning out to be a very useful tool
to help regional parties define and express their political messages. Both TRS and TDP have
employed digital media to connect with their citizens and support the political parties based on
local identity and aspiration, with specific campaigns. The third tool was the use of social media
by the TRS to deliver statehood messages, promote development projects, and address
criticisms (Kumar, 2019). Such an approach helped the TRS to target younger voters and boost

its messages about cultural identity.
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The TDP, on the other hand, has not been able to stay afloat in social media despite running
campaigns as well because compared to the TRS, which has put its best on these social media
to exploit the regional pride of the people. The digital divide and the differences in tech-
savviness of different demographic groups have determined the efficacy of political

communication strategies used by both parties (Deshpande, 2020).
5.4 1dentity and Governance Intersection

The impact of identity politics can also be seen past the election result to the mode of
governance in the two states as well. In Telangana, the pledge of the TRS to fostering regional
identity has occurred through the development of policies that give veneration to local culture
and tradition. This emphasis of the party on the cultural heritage has been incorporated into

school programs and festivals, when the national people have a sense of pride and unity.

In Andhra Pradesh (residual), TDP had to battle to create a cohesive narrative around
governance that would bring the different groups of people together following bifurcation. The
TDP has had to contend with, rather than a single identity of a region, the existence of various
identities among the voters, and such a reality requires a more accommodative nature of

governance to embrace and recognize diversity (Reddy & Rao, 2019).

Finally, identity politics has become an inbuilt pole around which the political ideologies of
the regional parties, such as TRS and TDP, revolve. The unique cultural story, historical
resentments, and new identity claims play a very important role in the success of both parties
and outcomes of governance in Telangana and residual AP. With so much at stake in the realms
of competing identities, it is clear that regional parties will still appeal to voters based on

cultural identification, thus affecting the political fate of the two states.
6. Conclusion

The Telangana and Andhra Pradesh illustrate a very good socio-political case study of how
regional parties influence regional governance and identity, and socio-economic outcomes of
the various regions in India. With the division of Andhra Pradesh in 2014, the political map
was changed, but the new regional expectations and insecurities were aroused, and the nexus

between identity politics and governance was rearranged.

Local parties such as Telangana Rashtra Samithi (TRS) and the Telugu Desam Party (TDP)
have shown the strength of local political parties to present the needs and desires of their
people. They have drawn on the historical and cultural discourses associated with the
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Telangana movement to facilitate the creation of a solid political self, successfully unlocking
the energy of the citizenry to gain statehood and regional autonomy. Its focus on the pride of
cultures, agricultural well-being, and modernity depicts how regional parties can embrace
identities based on local identities in order to form orderly governance structures that might

support socio-economic developments.

On the other hand, the TDP has experienced issues of identity in residual Andhra Pradesh,
through dealings in a political environment loaded with fissiparous tendencies and new
pressures of inclusiveness. The party has failed to dominate the sphere of politics in the
historical sense since the modern world of political alliances is too complex and varied to be
dominated by a single party. Not only does the attempt by the TDP to offer welfare and build
up infrastructure development hold an intention of reuniting the divided electorate, but it also

indicates how important identity politics becomes in the determination of political fortunes.

Results of region-specific party politics on socio-economic indicators also give evidence of the
immense presence of local governance. Additionally, the intensive and targeted options to
support agriculture and invest in technology and advance a culture of narratives have brought
Telangana a positive result in terms of development that is reflected in better economic
outcomes and poverty reduction levels (Ghosh & Reddy, 2019). Conversely, the economic
problems of residual Andhra Pradesh reflect the shortcomings of governance and how a
harmonious approach must be adopted that would appeal to the sophisticated regional

groupings.

Therefore, the case of Telangana and Andhra Pradesh depicts the complex relationship between
regional identity, political mobilization, and the government. Now that the regional parties are
finding their feet in the emerging political dispensation, their capacity to resonate with local
sentiments and aspirations will become central towards determining the future courses of the
two states. The continued importance of local parties highlights why these groups of people
are a core part of democratic India, showing that it is crucial that the political discourse is all-

inclusive to recognize and embrace the many identities that make up the country.
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