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Abstract 

Collection development in university libraries is a multifaceted process crucial for maintaining relevant, diverse, 

and high-quality resources to support the academic and research needs of students, faculty, and researchers. This 

paper explores the key aspects of collection development, including selection and acquisition, evaluation and 

assessment, budget management, weeding and deselection, collaboration and resource sharing, digital collections 

and open access initiatives, special collections and archives, policy development, and the use of technology and 

tools. By examining these components, the paper highlights best practices and strategies for effective collection 

development, emphasizing the importance of aligning library resources with curricular and research priorities, user 

needs, and evolving technological advancements. The study underscores the dynamic nature of collection 

development and its critical role in enhancing the academic mission of university libraries. 
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Introduction 

Collection development in university libraries is a cornerstone of academic support, ensuring that 

the resources available align with the educational and research goals of the institution. In 

Telangana, a state in southern India known for its rapidly growing educational sector, university 

libraries play a crucial role in fostering academic excellence and innovation. The dynamic 

landscape of higher education in Telangana, characterized by a diverse range of universities and 

research institutions, necessitates a robust and strategic approach to collection development. 

This paper aims to examine the collection development practices in university libraries across 

Telangana. It delves into the methodologies and strategies employed by these libraries to build 

and maintain collections that meet the needs of a varied academic population. The focus is on 

understanding how libraries in the region select, acquire, and manage resources amidst the 

challenges of limited budgets, evolving curricula, and the increasing demand for digital 

resources. 

Key areas of exploration include the criteria for selecting and acquiring materials, the role of user 

feedback and usage statistics in shaping collections, and the impact of technological 

advancements on collection management. Additionally, the paper addresses the collaboration 
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between libraries and consortia for resource sharing, the integration of open access resources, 

and the management of special collections that hold regional significance. 

By providing a comprehensive overview of collection development practices in Telangana's 

university libraries, this study aims to highlight best practices, identify common challenges, and 

propose strategies for enhancing the effectiveness of library collections. The findings and 

recommendations are intended to support library professionals, policymakers, and academic 

institutions in their efforts to develop collections that not only support academic success but also 

contribute to the broader goal of knowledge dissemination and cultural preservation. 

Collection development in university libraries is a critical process that ensures the library's 

collection meets the diverse needs of its users, including students, faculty, and researchers. This 

process involves several key activities and considerations: 

1. Selection and Acquisition: 

o Selection Criteria: Materials are selected based on factors such as relevance to 

the curriculum, academic quality, authority of the author, currency, and cost. User 

recommendations and faculty requests are also important considerations. 

o Formats: Libraries acquire materials in various formats, including print books, e-

books, journals, databases, multimedia resources, and special collections. 

o Acquisition Methods: Libraries may purchase, lease, or subscribe to resources. 

They might also engage in consortial purchasing to take advantage of collective 

bargaining power. 

2. Collection Evaluation and Assessment: 

o Usage Statistics: Libraries analyze circulation data, interlibrary loan requests, 

and electronic resource usage to understand which materials are most utilized. 

o User Feedback: Surveys, focus groups, and direct feedback from users help 

libraries assess the relevance and satisfaction with their collections. 

o Collection Mapping: Libraries periodically map their collections to curriculum 

and research needs to identify gaps and areas for development. 

3. Budget Management: 

o Funding Allocation: Libraries allocate budgets based on academic programs, 

research priorities, and historical usage patterns. Balancing expenditure between 

various disciplines and formats is essential. 

o Grants and Endowments: Seeking external funding through grants and 

endowments can supplement the library's budget. 

4. Weeding and Deselection: 

o Criteria for Weeding: Libraries regularly review their collections to remove 

outdated, damaged, or rarely used materials. Criteria include the physical 

condition of items, relevance, and usage data. 

o Benefits of Weeding: This process helps in maintaining a current, relevant, and 

accessible collection and frees up space for new acquisitions. 
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5. Collaboration and Resource Sharing: 

o Consortia and Networks: Participating in library consortia allows for resource 

sharing, interlibrary loans, and collaborative collection development. 

o Institutional Repositories: Libraries often collaborate with academic 

departments to collect and provide access to institutional research outputs, such as 

theses, dissertations, and faculty publications. 

6. Digital Collections and Open Access: 

o E-Resources: Increasingly, libraries are building digital collections, including e-

books, e-journals, and databases, to provide 24/7 access to resources. 

o Open Access Initiatives: Supporting open access by integrating open educational 

resources (OERs) and other freely accessible academic content into the collection. 

7. Special Collections and Archives: 

o Unique Resources: Libraries may hold special collections, such as rare books, 

manuscripts, archives, and local history materials, which require specialized 

acquisition, preservation, and access strategies. 

8. Policy Development: 

o Collection Development Policy: Libraries create and regularly update collection 

development policies to guide decision-making. These policies outline the 

library's goals, selection criteria, and weeding processes. 

9. Technology and Tools: 

o Library Management Systems: Utilizing advanced library management systems 

(LMS) and discovery tools to streamline collection development, cataloging, and 

user access. 

o Analytics and Metrics: Employing data analytics to inform collection 

development decisions and demonstrate the value of the library's collection to 

stakeholders. 

Effective collection development ensures that university libraries remain vital resources that 

support the academic and research needs of their communities. 

Need and Importance of Collection Development in University Libraries in Telangana 

Meeting Academic and Research Needs 

1. Supporting Curricula: University libraries in Telangana must develop collections that 

align with the diverse curricula offered by the region's universities. A well-rounded 

collection ensures that students have access to essential resources that support their 

coursework, assignments, and projects. 

2. Facilitating Research: Researchers require access to a wide range of up-to-date 

resources to conduct high-quality research. Collection development ensures the 

availability of scholarly journals, databases, and other resources critical for advanced 

research activities. 
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3. Catering to Diverse Disciplines: Telangana's universities offer programs in various 

disciplines, from engineering and technology to humanities and social sciences. Effective 

collection development ensures that resources are available to support the information 

needs of all academic departments. 

Enhancing Educational Quality 

1. Resource Availability: A comprehensive and relevant collection enhances the overall 

quality of education by providing students and faculty with the materials needed to 

succeed academically. This includes textbooks, reference books, e-books, multimedia 

resources, and more. 

2. Encouraging Lifelong Learning: By maintaining a rich and diverse collection, 

university libraries foster an environment that encourages lifelong learning and 

intellectual curiosity among students and faculty. 

3. Supporting Accreditation and Rankings: Robust library collections are often a factor 

in university accreditation processes and can positively impact institutional rankings. 

This, in turn, attracts more students and faculty to the institution. 

Adapting to Technological Advancements 

1. Digital Resources: The increasing reliance on digital resources necessitates a strategic 

approach to collection development. Libraries must invest in e-books, online journals, 

and databases to provide 24/7 access to information, which is particularly important for 

distance education and remote research. 

2. Information Literacy: Libraries play a key role in developing information literacy skills 

among students. A well-curated collection provides the necessary resources for students 

to learn how to effectively find, evaluate, and use information. 

Addressing Financial Constraints 

1. Efficient Budget Management: Collection development involves making informed 

decisions on resource allocation to maximize the impact of available funds. This is 

crucial in Telangana, where many universities may face budgetary constraints. 

2. Consortia and Collaborative Purchasing: Libraries can leverage consortial agreements 

and collaborative purchasing to access a broader range of resources at reduced costs. This 

is particularly important for smaller universities with limited budgets. 

Promoting Regional and Cultural Knowledge 

1. Special Collections: Developing special collections that focus on regional history, 

culture, and languages is essential for preserving Telangana's rich cultural heritage. These 

collections provide valuable resources for researchers and students interested in regional 

studies. 

2. Open Access Initiatives: Supporting open access initiatives and integrating open 

educational resources (OERs) into the collection can enhance access to knowledge and 

reduce costs for students and faculty. 

mailto:anveshanaindia@gmail.com
http://www.anveshanaindia.com/


AIJRELPLS                 VOLUME 9,  ISSUE 3 (2024, MAY/JUN)                      (ISSN-2456-3897)ONLINE 

Anveshana’s International Journal Of Research In Education, Literature, Psychology And 

Library Sciences 

 

 

Anveshana’s International Journal Of Research In Education, Literature, Psychology And 
Library Sciences 

EMAILID:anveshanaindia@gmail.com,WEBSITE:www.anveshanaindia.com 
36 

Responding to User Needs and Feedback 

1. User-Centric Collection Development: By actively seeking and incorporating user 

feedback, libraries can ensure that their collections remain relevant and responsive to the 

evolving needs of their users. 

2. Usage Analytics: Analyzing usage data helps libraries understand which resources are 

most valued by their users and make informed decisions about future acquisitions and 

weeding. 

In summary, collection development in university libraries in Telangana is vital for supporting 

the academic and research missions of the institutions. It enhances educational quality, adapts to 

technological advancements, addresses financial constraints, promotes regional knowledge, and 

responds to user needs. By strategically developing their collections, university libraries in 

Telangana can significantly contribute to the academic success and intellectual growth of their 

students and faculty. 

                                                    

Role of LIS Professionals in Collection Development in University Libraries in Telangana 

Library and Information Science (LIS) professionals play a pivotal role in the collection 

development process in university libraries. Their expertise and skills are essential for creating, 

maintaining, and enhancing library collections that meet the diverse needs of their academic 

communities. In Telangana, the role of LIS professionals in collection development encompasses 

several key responsibilities and activities: 
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1. Needs Assessment and User Analysis 

• Understanding User Needs: LIS professionals conduct surveys, focus groups, and 

interviews to understand the information needs of students, faculty, and researchers. This 

helps in selecting resources that are highly relevant and useful. 

• Usage Data Analysis: They analyze usage statistics and borrowing patterns to identify 

high-demand resources and areas where the collection needs strengthening. 

2. Selection and Acquisition 

• Resource Evaluation: LIS professionals evaluate potential acquisitions based on criteria 

such as academic relevance, quality, authoritativeness, and cost. They also consider 

recommendations from faculty and other users. 

• Vendor Relations: They negotiate with vendors and publishers to acquire books, 

journals, databases, and other materials. This includes securing favorable terms and 

conditions, managing subscriptions, and staying informed about new publications and 

resources. 

3. Budget Management 

• Budget Allocation: LIS professionals are responsible for allocating the library budget 

effectively across different disciplines and formats. They prioritize acquisitions based on 

user needs and institutional priorities. 

• Cost-Effectiveness: They seek cost-effective solutions, such as consortial purchasing 

agreements and discounts, to maximize the library’s purchasing power. 

4. Digital and Open Access Resources 

• Digital Collection Development: LIS professionals are increasingly focused on 

acquiring digital resources, including e-books, e-journals, and online databases, to meet 

the growing demand for digital access. 

• Open Access Integration: They advocate for and integrate open access resources into 

the collection, ensuring that high-quality, freely available academic content is accessible 

to users. 

5. Policy Development 

• Collection Development Policies: LIS professionals develop and regularly update 

collection development policies that guide the selection, acquisition, and weeding 

processes. These policies ensure that the collection remains balanced, relevant, and 

aligned with the university’s mission and goals. 

• Intellectual Property Management: They address issues related to intellectual property 

rights, ensuring compliance with copyright laws and licenses. 

6. Weeding and Deselection 

• Weeding Criteria: LIS professionals establish criteria for weeding outdated, damaged, 

or rarely used materials. This process helps maintain a current and relevant collection. 
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• Collection Evaluation: They conduct regular evaluations to identify materials that 

should be retained, replaced, or removed, ensuring that the collection remains useful and 

up-to-date. 

7. Collaboration and Networking 

• Consortia Participation: LIS professionals actively participate in library consortia and 

networks to share resources, knowledge, and best practices. This collaboration enhances 

the library’s collection and access to a wider range of materials. 

• Interlibrary Loan and Resource Sharing: They manage interlibrary loan services, 

allowing users to access materials from other libraries when needed. 

8. User Education and Information Literacy 

• User Training: LIS professionals provide training sessions, workshops, and orientation 

programs to educate users about available resources and how to access them effectively. 

• Information Literacy: They develop and deliver information literacy programs that 

teach users critical skills for finding, evaluating, and using information. 

9. Special Collections and Archives 

• Regional and Cultural Collections: LIS professionals curate special collections that 

focus on regional history, culture, and languages, preserving Telangana’s heritage and 

supporting related research. 

• Archival Management: They manage archives and rare collections, ensuring their 

preservation and accessibility for future generations. 

10. Technological Integration 

• Library Management Systems: LIS professionals use advanced library management 

systems (LMS) to streamline collection development processes, cataloging, and user 

access. 

• Analytics Tools: They employ data analytics tools to monitor resource usage, evaluate 

collection effectiveness, and make data-driven decisions. 

Types of Users in University Libraries 

University libraries serve a diverse population with varying information needs and purposes. 

Understanding the different types of users helps librarians tailor services and resources to better 

meet their specific requirements. Here are the primary types of users in university libraries: 

1. Undergraduate Students 

• Academic Support: These users primarily seek resources to support their coursework, 

assignments, and exam preparation. They often require access to textbooks, reference 

materials, and study guides. 

• Information Literacy: Many undergraduates need guidance on how to effectively find, 

evaluate, and use information. Libraries provide orientation sessions, workshops, and 

one-on-one assistance. 
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2. Graduate Students 

• Research Needs: Graduate students engage in more specialized and advanced research. 

They require access to scholarly journals, theses, dissertations, and other primary 

research materials. 

• Thesis and Dissertation Support: Libraries offer resources and services to help 

graduate students with their thesis and dissertation work, including research consultations 

and citation management tools. 

3. Faculty and Researchers 

• Research and Publication: Faculty members need access to a wide range of academic 

journals, databases, and research tools to support their teaching, research, and publication 

efforts. 

• Course Reserves: Faculty often place materials on reserve for their courses, ensuring 

that students have access to essential readings. 

4. Administrative and Support Staff 

• Professional Development: Staff members may use the library for professional 

development, accessing resources on management, education, and other relevant topics. 

• Administrative Support: Libraries provide support for administrative tasks, such as 

access to statistical data, policy documents, and institutional reports. 

5. Alumni 

• Lifelong Learning: Alumni may continue to use library resources for lifelong learning 

and professional development. Many libraries offer limited access to certain databases 

and resources for alumni. 

• Networking and Collaboration: Alumni often engage with the library for networking 

events, lectures, and collaborative projects. 

6. External Researchers and Scholars 

• Special Collections and Archives: Researchers from other institutions or independent 

scholars may use the library's special collections, archives, and rare materials for their 

research. 

• Interlibrary Loan: External researchers often rely on interlibrary loan services to access 

materials not available in their own institutions. 

7. Community Members 

• Public Access: Some university libraries offer access to community members, allowing 

them to use library resources for personal enrichment, research, or professional 

development. 

• Educational Programs: Libraries may host public lectures, workshops, and cultural 

events that are open to the community. 

8. Distance Learners 

• Online Resources: Distance learners rely heavily on digital resources, including e-books, 

online journals, and databases, as they may not have physical access to the library. 
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• Remote Support: Libraries provide remote services such as virtual reference assistance, 

online tutorials, and access to digital collections to support distance learners. 

9. Visitors and Tourists 

• Library Tours: Visitors, including prospective students, parents, and tourists, may visit 

the library for tours, orientations, and to learn about the university's history and 

resources. 

• Temporary Access: Libraries may offer temporary access to resources for visiting 

scholars and conference attendees. 

Conclusion  

In conclusion, the strategic and user-centered approach to collection development in university 

libraries in Telangana is essential for fostering academic excellence, supporting innovative 

research, and preserving cultural heritage. By continuously adapting to technological 

advancements and user needs, these libraries can effectively contribute to the intellectual growth 

and academic success of their communities. The findings and recommendations from this study 

aim to guide library professionals, policymakers, and academic institutions in enhancing their 

collection development practices, ultimately strengthening the educational and research 

infrastructure of the region. 
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